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What comes first - money or its meaning in life is the question one grapples to answer and comes out pacified after
hearing Abbas Hussain speak on "Money and The Meaning of Life". Unable to ignore the long-standing demand of the
corporate milieu at Islamabad, TCS did the right thing by calling Omar S. Khan all the way from Dubai to repeat
his Presentation "Marketing Pakistan's Image Abroad", which TCS had hosted earlier at Karachi in September

2002. Freedom of expression in the country has come a long way or
has it really is what was deliberated upon at the TCS sponsored
Rotaract Conference on "Could Pakistan without a free Press be any worse off
than it is today?". Moving away from tradition, TCS CONNECT FORUM
gathered full steam to host a Panel Discussion "Off The Beaten Track" keeping the
topic "the distinct nature of management practices in Pakistan and their viability for the
future”, open for dialogue. Demonstrating its firm commitment to develop the art of

public speaking in students, TCS sponsored the TCS Hyde Park Juniors commencing
the Program with an Orientation Ceremony by young celebrity public speaker Sidra
Igbal. What a Pro-active Manager should feel, think and act like is what was dwelt
upon at the TCS sponsored Pro-Active Manager Seminar organized by Nutshell Management Development
Services. Chairman TCS Khalid N. Awan while on a visit to Pakistan inaugurated the TCS
express center at Jinnah International Air Port Karachi thus making TCS the first courier
company in Pakistan to facilitate the aviation sector. CONNECT interviews
i i d mbles upon a e-man fit for
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royalty! As
add that extra flavour and
newness that you have all come to so
clearly expect. So, sit back and browse happily!
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O Abbas Husain bringing a new meaning to money
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OMoney and The Meanin

(Oscar Wilfe), OLack of money is the root of all evil" audience an amazing insight into the quotation clarifying
(George Bernard Shaw) and "Money is the sixth sens¢hat the word 'needle’ was actually the name of a gate in

that allows you to enjoy the other five" (Somerset
Maugham).

Abbas remarked that people resent rich people.
They also resent poor people. Wealthy people on
the other hand could be snobby people. Why is it
so much about money that is so little understood
by everybody? He proceeded to answer the question
by saying that as children, we had been through
many conversations with our parents. During our
early formative years, we had grown up listening to
the saying "Money doesn't grow on trees”, so much
so that it had become a sort of mantra to grow up
with ultimately instilling in us a crave for amassing so
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Since College was quite a new experience,
| came across many a person from whom

| did indeed learn a lot. There was this
friend, who succeeded in convincing his
folks at a remote village that traveling
to the city for college education was

a dire necessity, despite there being a
couple of colleges on the outskirts of
the village. My friend, it seems was

supply about it.

Abbas also lamented that at age eleven, a child is in

quite an enterprising soul for he was
soon marketing goodies made in his

i a fear
village.

and a reality to such people.
Negative luggage, he said
had given a skewed way of
looking at the world. Based
on this perspective we tend
to look at money as being
neutral - if it is properly
used, it is good and if it is
improperly used, it is bad.
Itis like a knife in the hand
of a surgeon or a butcher.
Abbas recollected that
upona  time money used to be
just a neutral factor, just a
mere passion in people's lives
and not like today's
overwhelming passion. Important
driving factors used to be
"Loyalty to The King",
"Dedication to one's religious
beliefs, "Dedication to the cause,
principles, and country”, etc.
These were the parallel competing
passions in those days. But

When | asked him why he undertook
this trouble, he told me that he had no
other option as he had to finance his
studies himself! Soon, business was
brisk and he ended up opening a small
store in the city.

| still remember our Head of once
Economics quoting my friend's

initiative, enterprise, vision and the

will to succeed against all odds.

To him he was a prime example.

By the time we both graduated,
he had a small chain of stores to
manage and had also succeeded
in marrying off all his three sisters!
Today after all these years, when

| think about it, | realize that all

my friend did was to see an
opportunity and seize it!

Meanwhile, why don't you too
seize the opportunity and e-mail
me your precious comments on

A view of the engrossed audience!
Abdul Ghafoor

Manager Marketing unfortunately, today, money is the central force.
Communications
ghafoor@tes.com.pk Abbas then delved deeper into the meaning of money in

life. He proceeded to cite an example by quoting from The

it is for a rich man to enter heaven". He then provided the

Jerusalem and that if one had too much luggage on his came
it would be difficult to pass through the gate called Needle.

Therefore, a person who is cluttered with all sorts of
negative luggage will indeed face problems as being
lighter sans the clutter helps. In this context, he also cited
an interesting paradox "How much of myself will | be able
to sell myself to buy things | don't need for the sake of peop
| don't know?" The meaning of money, therefore comes to on
those who are in earnest quest of it as it can be defined as
point of intersection where money and meaning intersect. If
money serves as a conduit for escape from self, | need

to recast my own psyche by ways in which | can make
sense in my life to the degree it dissipates me, shreds my

much wealth in our later lives that we never feel short in attention. Abbas said that Emanuel Kahn posed the

following four questions: "Who am I?", "Where am | going?",
"How did | get here?" and "What must | do?". He said that if
we are able to define the very first question "Who am 17",

his formative years and just as parents begin to teach childréhhas served the very cause.

about telling the time, they could also have tried to teach He said that part of a person is satisfied by money and part
their children the meaning of money. Failure to do so lead®f a person is satisfied by meaning to the degree a person t
to children growing up with a burning, psychological desireto satisfy meaning, that person will remain hungry.

to earn more and more money as poverty seemed to be both

Earlier in his opening remarks, Jamil Janua, Chief Executive
Officer, TCS, welcomed Abbas Husain to TCS CONNECT
FORUM. He threw light on TCS Hyde Park Juniors
Program saying that it was a wonderful opportunity for
building confidence in young speakers. He also said that
the TCS CONNECT FORUM'S "Off The Beaten Track" was
yet another initiative by TCS to help steer management
practices for a better turnaround and yield in Pakistan
adding that the Ramiz Allawala Presentation on "Ethics

- The Heart of Leadership" was taken nationwide in all the

Ramiz Allawala giving his concluding remarks.

four cities of Pakistan where it was very well received.

He than quoted

Ms. Mahreen Khan (of BBC' World's Question Time
Pakistan) as saying in her Interview to CONNECT (Nov-
Dec 2002), "Money should not be the motivation. As long a:
you have a roof over your head and your necessities are m
everything else is a bonus".

Ramiz Allawala in his concluding remarks said that
frugality, should be the norm as it gives one full value from lif
helping one to enjoy every living moment of it. A highly
interactive Q&A session soon followed in which Abbas
Husain often regaled the audience with his witty remarks
and wealth of wisdom.

leasing, education, research, management, marketing
and diverse sectors of business and trade attended the
session. Those who are interested in getting a copy of

Bible "It is easier for a camel to pass the 'eye of the needle' thakbbas Husain's "Money and The Meaning of Life"

should contact Abdul Ghafoor (ghafoor@tcs.com.pk),







